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e charntterized by suh-culture of consuraerism that both imics
- paraliels the American adolescent culture. A visitto some of the fast-
faod joins by ciies like Dethi and Bombay makes one wonder ¥ hether
ope iy i indin or e West. Such an observation leads one to < nclude
r these kids can afford 10 indulge in the luxury of being adolgscents,
nhase of ﬂmvﬁ_:?,/_cn:; moeratorium, frecdom 1o experiment
4, and to deal with their identity crisis”. a luxury@not per-
in the more constrained and socially preseribed life trajectories of

people frem the lower and middle social classes. The social

«cents is (indeed)
“ram the macro context _social, cultural, temporal, histo-
¢ possible and acceptable social pathways, hehaviors,
(Poole. 1989, p. 68).

. shaped, constructed and constrained

sy

CpnEmiiy ared D sconbinuily

rize at this juncture. the arguments presen-

the previous pages 1t is argued that in view of the socio-cconomic
constraints. the ‘narked socio-centric emphasis on interdependence and
rrolatedness and the prescriptive méde of child rearing in the Indian
adolescence as A life stage is both gendered and class based.
o1 the onse o T the upper social class. wherein ¢conomic, social and
Sptioms Gre feasibie and affordable, in all other social classes
chitdhood to adulthood 1$ marked more by conunuity
, tittle seope Tor the emergence of an adolescent

e conformity to adult :E.owﬂvwwﬂ._::m: is more marked in the

lx thon boys in all sacial classes, including the middle social
Tass wherein o dramane social transformation i ferms of women's edu-
Gon and employment is cvident. Submerging the self for the sake of the
sanily und the society is not without its costs. Thisis evident particularly
yowng men {rom the upper middle social class, who taste

asy

indepeadence during ?o?muwc:i training away from home, and yetare
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- tied down by family obligations and emotional bonds with parents and

‘. siblings. ,

Depending upon the demands of the setting, societies regulate the stats
3,,:6 youth, integrating them as responsible ‘members of the ingroup or as
temporari}y \roublesome outgroup. One recalls the studies of Barker and
his associated in big towns and small towns, hightighting ﬁrmxmiw:wmoﬂm‘
active parficipation in socially useful behaviors, because the settings
needed their contribution when compared to big tOWns or big schools,
where their services were irrelevant or even not wanted (Barker & Gump,
1964; Schoggen & Barker, 1989).

When there is an absence of segregation of youth and adults because

. education it through uv?mzznmmr% for participating in adult activities,

socializatioh into work is a continuous process, such as in artisan fami-
lies or agricultural jaborers, and leisure time is programed by the entire
village community, then the mﬁoownomzoz of an adolescent stage has little
meaping. Even in the Euro-American context, adolescence is the histor-
ical product of the bourgeois middle class emerging from the industrial
revolution (Hurrelmann, 1989).

From a sociological viewpoint, adolescence is @ period of transition

_ from the family of orientation to the family of procreation. The develop-

mental tasks to be achicved during the period of transition from puberty
to adulthood include: coping with the increasing sexual urge and bodily
changes accompanying puberty; choice of, and training in an occupa-
tion; finding a mar {age partner, and incorporating oneself into the eco-
nomy, political structure, and the community of adult society (Paranjpe,
1975). Continuity or discontinuity in this transition is dependent upon
how the «. . .world of the adolescents 18 shaped, constructed, and cons-
trained by ‘messages’ from the Bwoy‘o‘ocnanx”l&mo&ur cultural, temporal,
historical...” (Poole, 1989, p. 68).

: Adolescence as a distinct stage emerges under the following condi-
tions: learning process (education) that is divorced from practic delayed
mxnaio:nv of one’s OWn social usefulness; fater choice of job or carecr;
prolonged economic dependence on parents; more leisure time that can

« be spent with same age group members; longer time spent in individual
development rather than in collective code of performance; and conse~
quent lengthening of the ﬁ&.osc.monw& moratorium (Baethge, 1989). The
social structure 1 the economically advanced societics, such as in the
West. and in sclected sections of the larger society, such as in the case of
the upper class Indian youth, provide such an ecology and hence facil-
itate self:definition and sclf-exploration. However, under conditions of
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socic-economic constraints, .. _self assertion becomes selfishness, inde- ¥
pendent decision-making is perceived as disobedience. The response
from the in-group is tacit disapproval if not outright condemnation” M
(Ramanujam, 1979, p. 54). i
viewed in the broader social context of the nature of adult roles the |
young are being prepared for, child-adull continuity makes £ood sens!
The Hindu Dharmasastras that “constitute the normajive soctology™ * .
(Kakar, 1979a) and detail the duties ?mmnlcng to the adult householder,
highlight the individual’s embeddedness in relationships. ,occ_.a:,m to ' |
Kakar (1979b)

The adult of the Dharmasastras, consistent with the momé focus of
these texts, is not an isolated being but an individual embedded o
multiplicity of relationships. He is a pariner (to the spousc), a parent
to his children (and & child to his parcnts), and a link in the chain of
generations and in the history of the race (p. 122}

both per-

Erikson (cf. Vasudev, 1984) views the concept of dharmd, a
sonal “defermining what we call identity”. and communal, 1 ndividuals
depend on each other fora maximum and optimum of mutual ur:(.p:@:.
dharmaisa consolidation of the world through the self-realization of cach
individual within a joint order” (p.37).

It is interesting to note in this contexta comment by Western scholars on
the nature of self-absorption in the Westemn culture. Huebner and Garrod
(1991) argue that “issues of self-sacrifice, selfishness. and sclthood take
center stage. . _discovering, of reclaiming oneself 18 considered vitil 10
healthy adulthood” (p- 348)7 Such a @S.Onogmao: with self-definition :
stands in stark contrast to the Buddhist philosophy that denics the ex1s-
tence of self and the Hindu concept Ahambhava and the need 10 control’
egoism through submerging the self in others, human beings first and then
with Ultimate Reality. Itis significant that “contemporary scholars are
g that self does not exist apart from relationships, thaton¢ is inter-
ith others in cssential ways, and that the mor: | ideal includes
wards others, connection, and compassion” (Hucbner &

claimin:
connected W
responsibility to

Garrod, 1991, p- 349). .
The arguments ?‘omosﬁa so far, reiterate the prevaience of a prescrp-

tive mode of socialization, socio-centric emphasis of interdependence and
negative sanctions for deviation from the accepted gode of conduct, all
of which foster adult-child continuity.

In focusing on the adult-child continuity in the Indian context, one
cannot completely overlook the presence of social chapge, the social f
conflict in 2 transitional phase and the forms of conllict resotution. The i

Actid-Child Coniing

presence of a distinet and prolonged phase of adolescence, and henws
adult—child discontipuity, as prevalent in the Indian upper 50¢
was discussed in the earier sections of this chapter. The incrcasingly
cvident consequences of social change in the uppet mudaic class i
special mention fere, Two factors play & magor yole in this repard. ¥
the fairly Jong period of exposure to the pe
tifestyles and independent living during the period o
higher education and professionil training
(of the mass media that brings a vision “of a new world order
culture and consumerism to the living rooms of the mid

As stated by the present author in one of her recently pub

ial clas:

group and o

stay i bostels

Second, the bonibardme

on socialization in the Indian context, ‘onc of the significant ¢

(eristics is. . .the experience of approach -avordance contlict 1
stability and change” (Saraswathi & Pai, 1996, p. 5. Bome
2 cold feet syndrome is evident in upper middle-class
adopt morg indulgent and permissive child-rearingy ractices a5 4 Teaction
to their oWn strict upbringing. However, when youny peaple iransgre
basic socfal values, parents take recourse to the old :2,,& vallics anid
practices,fto draw the line. Similarly, youth in their conflict to brea

from the ptronghold of wadition cither resort fC VU oaugrensive
behavior br regression into total passivity. .7 (Ramanugam. Z,.,,c 3
or resolvé the conflict by either secking identity .

ness, or By deciding 1o build one’s separate life while re
of emotiohal continuity through ritualistic observation of Tl
(Garg & Harikh, 1993). The cleavages in traditional social
itated by industrialization and its concomitants (prolonged pe

in the fain

cation; ccononiic dependency and delayed marriage) and the turvads
by market cconomy are further aggravated by the Frass medio, The exte

ofthe impactof the mass media, especially the television, that briggs cxay
gerated pictures of youth culture, consunierism, and insular nue .5‘.,,. fami
goals, right into the living room on a daily basis, iz vet to

In the Larger Picture:

The present chapter has so far focused mainly on ihe soetat
gender differences i developmental continuities and din
from childhood to adulthood i the ndien comigsi Do
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sicad inquity of adeleseence in 186.pre-industiial societies, 5,
v (1991}, makes it possible to contexmalize the obser-
\ : sons. Unlike

anthrop

Sehiege!

» cross-cultural scenario and make some compart

Ihis chapter which focuses on the psycho-social nc.:zscw:o,w in adoles

~ent »::,Ma:.jn:,:r Schlegel and Barry’s work pn_»:nmﬁmm the issue of near
Vnresunee of adoleseent discontinuity as a social 16:0595:,.

Y ,;,:_,,:.,& srvations by Schiegel and Barry regarding mx%:,o.xn:nnf:,

o S arotection of fomale sexuatity and foras of

o, pertinent here. Four tapics that bear direct

calevance 1o the present chapter have been singled out for discussion.

on ot adplescence. social

vie selection and marriage ar

¢ o Absence of ait
Social Stagv

3
L

ad Barry note that in all the 173 soc

ieties for which data was
Me for boys and in 174 of the 175 socictics

cs for which data was
irks, udolescence as a social staye he only

mre (Flonnery, 1953, of. S hlegel & Bar
are marricd by aboutage 10. Becaise the Grop Ventre
e INUSL Geeur before menarche™ (p. 34 Thei general
“the frequency distribution of the data strangly :mmaﬁ
! stage is vory widespread and possibiyg univer-

bt .
of girls.

was present.

1 thiat

comt SOck
(p. 423, and comparatively rather brief in the ca 13
perspective, the Indian data reiterates the ¢} En._. dif-
: hightights social class differences, wigerem the
 hil hood, is far mofc marked

o

ences and further also
sition from childhood to adult
» in the upper classes. Even amony the lower
1ood to adulthood is marked by

+ wirts whose shift from childk d by
cives the presence of a brief transi-

ndnuity, one pere A !
fen girls assume greater responsibility

"¢ i

their mother of suany househald responsibilitics

o Rolations With thetr Pavenls

iteresy i the

\tes 1o parent-child relation.

fie aocieties in the sar

) with parents of eithersex. Brought
participate in multi-generation:

aathropotogical study by Schlegel

Je. girls have more contact and greater
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groups. Boys, even when they work alongside their fathers, have less
contact and intimacy with them and other men than do girls with women
(p. 182).

While the obscrvation is pertinent to the Indian situation in terms of
mother—daughter and father—son relationships, a striking divergence is
observed in the case of mother—son relations. Schlegel and Barry view
that, as a rule, mothers extrude boys more than they do girls in all societies,
In the context of the Indian family, wherein the mother—son bond assumes
a special sociological and psychological significance (Kakar, 1978), such
an extrusion is unlikely. As elaborated by Kakar, in accordance with
the exogamous marriage arrangements and the patrilineal family system,
a large majority of women (particularly in northwestern India) marry a
stranger with whom intimacy in the psychological sense may evolve only
over a long period of time. The birth of the son, which is also welcomed
*by the otherwise hostite family of in-laws, is a reprieve for the Indian
woman in many ways. A reason for improved status in the family for
continuing the fincage: a promise of care in old age; possible salvation
after death, as the funeral pyre will be lit by a son; and above all, the scope
for ¢inotional intimacy denied in the natal home where she was treated as
a guest and in her martiage where her role is mainly that ofa sex partner
and a vebicle for procreation. T fact, psychoanalysts have speculated on
the possibility o ambiguous resolution of identity in boys because of the
intense mother-chifd bond which resurfaces again when the son in turn
marrics and the cycle repeats itself (see Kakar, 1978; Ramanujam, 1979).

Advlescent Sexualily and Taboos

Socialization for sexuality in India leans clearly towards the restrictive
end of the continuum, with more permissiveness for boys, that too only
at, the lowestiand upper end of the class continuum. Chastity for girls is
considered an esseatial virtue, with the good name of not only the girl,
but that c?j family also being contingent on the girls’ chastity.

*Since the Islamic code for chastity is even more stringent and applica-
ble in major regions of the Middle East and South Asia, the observation
‘that nearly 68% of the societies among the 162 examined by Schiegel
and Barry permitted premarital sex among girls comes as a surprise
(Kagiteibasi, 1997).

_ InIndia, heterosexual interactions are generally discouraged, especially
once the girls near puberty. This applies even to interactions between
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father and daughter, brother and sister and among cousins of the opposite i
sex (but not between mother and son as noted carlier in the discussion on
parent—adolescent relationships). v
As Schlegel and Barry argue, this is a way of achieving scxuat sep-
In fact, in communitics wherein such a

i
i

aration and preventing incest”
segregation is not enforced there have been reports of incestuous relations
(Khandekar, personal communication, 1988 based on a TISS™ Survey).
Kumar’s {1986) observations on growingup asa malc in the Indian setting
are relevant here.
This sudden separation from the girls (i.e., after pimary grades), made
1o sense at first; a little fater it led us to sce girls as enigma; and {inaily,
we accepted it as a protection that society had offered us ag ainst the
danger of coming in contact with a female human before we were
ready for such contact. This rationalizing took years; it whs a tedious
process, demanding tremendous arounts of psychic encrgy, and of
course we never had access (o an adult to ask any questions about the
great mystery of girls and their separation from us (p. 22).

Guarding the girl’s chastity and thereby protecting the family honer
is acknowledged as significant, unambiguously by parents and children,
the scriptures, the media, literature and the schoul. Transgressions are
dealt with severely, especially in the niddle class, though since the late-
1980s gynecologists and counselors have been reporting out of wedlock :
pregnancics and hushed up (but legal) abortions in about 3% to 10% of
the urban girls, Clear supportive data is not available. .

Nating, Marriage and the Duration !
of Adolescence ‘

One of the main ideas claborated in this chapter relates 10 social ciass dif-
ferences (and similarities) in the Indian context in terms of mate selection, . :
age of marriage and concomitantly, the Juration of adolescence. In terms
of mate selection, cven in contemporary India, arranged marriages are pre-
dominantly the preferred form of finding a mate. Though voﬁminm:o: has
never been absolutely absent, and inter-caste and inter-regional marriages.
through self-selection are increasing in number, young people. including
college students, consider that it would be wiscr 10 {et parental wisdom
prevail. Their refrain usually is: ‘Parents know best; they are experienced ‘

+Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.

Adhitt=Ciated Condaily i i1

and can whigh several factors inselecting a suitable parer. Wehave |
ited oppottunities to meet the right kind of girlsboy
campus arid do not wish to be carried away by emotions
later’. And fow are in a great hurry to get married. Girls are witling
wait till 23 or even 25 years of age and young et ¢ _
untii they have settled down in a good job. Amang t
marriage is earlier: by 141G among vural girls; by '8 G T
16 for urban girls; and by 20--22 for urban males.

As one moves up the socic-economic scale, boys and

W co

ties, horoscopes are compared by both famifies, wha ¢
in astrology, and once the horoscopes maten, the shortlisted

partners’ familics meet, and the girl and boy are allowed 10 Sec oF even
talk to each other (under adult supervision) and give their consent.

An w.::udm::m recent development is the jet-set arranged marriages of'
expatriate Indian men, especially from the USA and the UKL m sti
.v_‘ﬁ.m_, a mate trom “back home™. Their marriages are often arra
while they are on home leave for 10-15 days, with o high raring for E‘wor
nm_ﬁav (work permits) and an even highet one for citizenship x?.o:aw
] mnmao.z ﬁ._ua. traditional way of arranging marriages through Know
intermediaries or marriage brokers, another practice for mate selection
that has attracted the attention of sociologists iy matchmaking i
mm,\.wﬁ:mcan:? in newspapers. These advertisements :m:::ww state the
basic Lomw:nsc: of the advertising prospective bride or bridegroom and
the qualitics desired in the partner and can o ffer amusing readin !
Tn recent years, regionaland caste-based organizations have
play the role of matchmakers, using computer technology 1o
bank of horoscopes of young people of specified caste and commtaity
The network extends across the country, st times inciuding ov crser
Indian families also. These are becoming increasingly pop i
Marriage is clearly a family affair o unto it

. g of families and noi s
of only two individuals. Establishing the pair-bou H

viduals is viewed not only as a partuership for their fife-
“sowing the sceds i

for a thousand years”, jwp
generation of progenies. upLion
marriage and mating is that most G_OME:Q: reprodiet
marriage” (Schiegel & Barry, 1991, 1. .o»:_, ,Ewum.é T
cally valid in India today (or so we like to believei).

e

The 4
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vict and regimented code for mate selection and marriagc,
an femily relationships and procreation. romantic love has its
othotd, ¥

doxically, while romantic love is frowned upon in
ian filme, which have tremendous mass appcal, are invari-
conntic love. Refigion and mythotogy provide another
exemplars in Gods and Goddesses who falt in love and
partners after interesting interludes

. . yery esrly marriage is a custom

ration the
wha emulate them. . .(and) itis hardly surpris-
.cager to basten the marriage of
Gpp. 110-11 cited in Schicgel & Barry, 19901,
v and large earlier among. the poor than among

“ilies. And dowry giving s becoming a near universal

. o8 o coonomic standing of the parents.

¢ appropriate to conclude at this juncture with 2 nu<n:.3. that
while an arcmpt has been made to provide a developmental profile ofa
Indizn adolescents and a general trend. undoubtedly, as can
in @ complex society like India, a wide range of alternative
arovail. These range from complete absence of adolescence
in girls wh o are betrothed in childhood and martied before puberty. to 2
adolescence that extends beyond the teens; ne schooling and

ion into the workforee to extended and highly specialized
e to

direct in
expensive education with parental supposty sexual restraint as a rul
. ss as an exception. Woven into these variations are
e dynamics of 2 socicty in transition, with-a trend ._:m,_nunsm.,ri in the
decades to come, With greater access 10 schooling and cconomic prosper-
ity, adolescence may emerge as a distinct phase cutting across class and

sender, For the present, wide disparities prevail.

sexaal.permuissiven

: paper was present the ymposium on
4l Perspective™ at the Intern tonal Congress

July 21-23,1997
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Aduli—Child Cor
India: Is Adolesce
or an Emerging

te. A

: 'S, Saraswathi

F January 1979, af a seminar entitled “identity and Adulthood™,
ing the Vikram Sarabhai Memoriai lecture, Ertls Erikson con
lighter vein, that it is noteworthy-that adolescence as a stags efa
ment finds no.place either in the Hindu seriptisres that . :
of human life cycle or int Shakespearce’s famous iw® o n0
You Like Jt. To n_uonn”,

But is it not strange that this play-wright meations o

the “mewing and puking” infant, the "w
snail unwillingly to school”, and then, “the lover”, the
“the justice”, followed by two rapidly declining oidss
by “childishness” (Erikson, 1979, p. 15) .

soldicr™,

drha
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v here is also that the first “real” stage of development high-
in the Hindu Ashramadharmas is that of apprenticeship (bruh
aracterized by industry and acquisition of competence to be
1ouscholder of @

iscontinuity between childhood and adulthood. Undoubt-
y is a distinet physiological landmark across culfures and in

¢ social tronsition from childhood to adglthood. has
vitble ma . Butwhether this isnece y accompanicd by
te phasc of adolescence, that links childhood td adulthood,
o7 cultural construction. My argument is that, thf greater the
between childbood and adulthood, and greater the simi arity in
uity in expectations from childhood to adulthood,
¢ possibility of the absence of a distinet phasc or ¢ stage

CRCCNCT.

cross-sectional and longitudinal studies of Indian children
and youth ranging from the pre-puberty years to those in their mid- or
sven Iate-twenties (Garg & Parikh, 1981, 1993; Kakar, 1979a; Kakar &
hey, 1970; Paranjpe, 1975; Saraswathi & Dutta, 1988; Sharma,
highlight the gendered and class-based nature of the pres-
wee of adolescence, marked by psycho-social moratoridm, search for
identity, and one’s own place in the larger scheme of things.
Child-adult continnity is most clearly evident among girls. cutting
oss ali social classes, except in the highest socio-economic groups. It
is somewhat less marked in the case of males, though still evident as will
s claborated later. whose exposure to higher education and preparation
+ roles on the one hand, prolong the periad of dependency on the
marriage as wel] as the establishment of sustained hetero-
i ¢ persons to

1998,

PO
wothers, Even the increasing career options of the middle-class girls arc
1 under the primary goal of marriage and motherhood, leading
rather than conflict in parent—child relations. In a culture
herished as more precious than life itself. girls are over-

dhood to accept their subservient role in a patriarchal
modesty and self-denial. and to develop proficiency in
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houschold tasks anc child care through intensive participation in the natal
home where they a-e cousidered guests till they martry and leave. As
M.N. Srinivas (1960), a leading Indian sociologist, phrased it, in India
girls 1-ari to be methers even before they are wives™, referring to the
sibling a e assigned to girls in the natal home.

Tn th- case of the males, the picture is more ambiguous and mixed.
For children from the lower economic strata that includes nearty 40% of
the childl Population, the compelling need to earn before one can learn,
obliterares the possibility of adolescence or even the phase of late child-
hood, the play age. Much has been written on the lost innocence of child
laborer: (sce e.g., Blanchet, 1996; Burra, 1987, 1995). To borrow from
Ananthmurthy’s (1979} poignant description of identity and adulthood,
As his senses were actively engaged with the world outside him, be had
no time to reficct on the luxury of the existentialist problem of whether
life was meaningful” {p. 110).

Higher up in the socio-economic ladder, the social setting of the middle-
class male children and youth is characterized by high parental control
and involvement, a highly competitive academic setting, and high career

. mwm:mzczw set by the parents. Having spent a major part of their lives

so far with their nose on the grinding stone as it were, youth, even
in their _ﬁm.?.n::a! evince signs of being torn between family obli-
gations and individual nceds. Continued emotional dependence on the
parents, especially the mother (Kakar, 1978), ultimate reliance on the
parents for mate selection; and expectation of nurturance and continued
reliance on reinforcernent from the management in a job situation, lead
psychoanalysts to posit the possibility of an unresolved identity crisis and
delaved adolescence into early adulthoed. Supportive evidence comes
from organizational psychologists who point to the success of the pater-
nalistic, nurturant task leader, in contrast to the democratic, participatory
management model, in organizational management in the Indian context
(Sinlia, 1980). The observation is substantiated in a study of Caucasian-
Americai, Chinese-American, Chinese and Indian adolescent males aged
12-14 to assess the effect of authoritarian and democratic leadership on
morale, productivity and quality of product. Meade (1985) observed that
the Caucasian-Americans responded consistently better to the democratic
mode of leadership, the Chinese and Indians responded best to authori-
tarian leadership, and the Chipese-Americans responded equally well to
either style of leadership.

. An attempt is made in the following section, to portray the life of girls
and boy$ in three major socio-economic groups in India. The composite
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picture is derived from literature spanning two-and-a-half decades
and includes, ethmographic studies in school settings (Bhattacharice,
Sarangapani, in this volume); in the village setting and urban slums of
Gujarat (Saraswathi & Dutta, 1988); case studies of 120 adolescent girls

from three different social classes in the urban metropolis and two social |

classes in the rural areas of Punjab and Uttar Pradesh (Sharma, 1996);
longitudinal case studies of middie-class youth in Maharashtra (Paranjpe,
1975); longitudinal follow-up of several hundred management ramees
and their life histories based on in-depth interviews (Garg & Parikh,
1981,1993; Kakar & Chowdhry, 1970) and representing vafious regions
of the subcontinent. Comments from the interdisciplinary participants
of the seminar on “Adulthood and Identity”, led by Sudhir Kakar and

Erikson (Kakar, 1979a) are drawn upon for interpretation, supplemented

by selected references. v

Childhood and Youth
in the Lower Social Class

The Girl Child

The girl child at birth, at best receives a reluctant welcome if she is the first
born and an expression of disappointment, and even grief, if she happens
1o be the second or third girl child in the family. A study of the girl child
in India, revealed that the birth of a girl is celebrated by barely 2% of all
the families studied (Anandalakshmy, 1994). The study covered urban
areas in many states, including West Bengal, Kamataka and Tamil Nadu.
Social class did not make a significant difference in the low key welcome
to the girl child. The early years of the girl child arc cushioned by the
presence of other children, siblings and cousins in the extended family or
neighborhood, and by presence of adults other than parents. Participation
in the adult household chores and child care of younger siblings is initiated
by 8 to 9 years of age (Saraswathi & Dutia, 1988, Sharma, 1996). if not
carlier, depending on the employment status of the mothgr. Schooling
is a luxury, and can be indulged in only if the parents can spate the girl
from full time household responsibilities (Sarangapani, 1997). There are

f

~limited aspirations (to be a good daughter-in-law and wi

S v

minimal expectations {rom school cducation ic.,
literacy, so that girls can “read bus numbers or v
marry and leave home”. The prime goal of socializ
the girl to be a good daughter-in-law in another house.
acceptance 1s evident on the part.of girls, regarding their 1
compared to boys, and an unquestioning trust, that in thelr circums
parents would know best how 1o select a marriage pariner for thent and
when to get them married.

The identity of girlsis submerged in prescribed fes, ¢

and a network of relationships that define their role @
of the peers is nearly absent and when present, minuna
tored and burely significant, when compared with those ¢
and extended family. Assessment of self-esteent of nay
same social class (Kapadia, 1996) con
of roles and relationships and sclf; fultilhnent thro
and achicvement of close relatives such as b
children.

Transition trom childheod to ad
this social matrix, “even though adolescence as a
nized, the passage from chilghood 1o the adult stage (18}
a series of what Erikson would call * tuations’ in the ©
“an individual in his (or ber) ad i
question of the emergenee of an independent adult
_ [nfact, “subordinating on individu

shan

hood

such a settin
ests of the group, be ita family, a kinsh
as a virtue. The linear stracture of authority
sustains this paradign. Thus self-assertion bie
pendent decis jon-making is perceived as disobic
1979, p. 54).

The life coutse development of the vouag girl in
setting is not too different from that of the rural girl.
in any case, have been aptly described as urban vil
Jogists. Educational aspirations as expressed by bot
girls themselves, are only slightly higher than those
ie., completion of primary grades or even elementy
can supervisc ber own children’s schooling and alse manage household
cxpenses and accounts” (Saraswathi & Duttu, 198
marriage is delayed by a couple of years Lo, 16
age for marriage is 18 years) Otherwise, the constraints &
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wipretect the pre-and post-pubertal girls” chastity is even greater

a0 0 a rural setting. At least in the village, the girls ¢an enjoy a certain

g be safe. But in the uncertainty of urban setting, the
1s have to be watched and regulated more carefully. “Onc of the worst
.au:mk;_ acing urban poor adolescent girls, is their vulnerability to sexual
explotation. Inanunfriendly environment with crowded neighbourhoods
where sanitation facilities are tally lacking, they are exposed to sexual
e, (Prasad, 1997, pL S). As noted by Schlegel & Barry (1991) in

! ndy

wn o puberty cerzmony at or around menarché marks the girls”
adelescent status, the social setting of her daily life differs little
fromy that of carfier years. In fact, in those cases in which her freedom
stricted and she cannot roam about as she could as a younger

N0
ehild, her wetting beeomes even more hierarchical (p. 184).

o 102 Male in the
Social Class (L.SC) .

s from the rural to the urban scene, one witnesses, cven
beginning of what may be termed as an
R quent toa shightly lengthened period of schooling,
o peostpenement of marriage. And this shift is more evident in the case

S0 boys than girl
y ation even from the primary grades,. for want of
sithey sompetence or motivation or both, wage earning is the only option.
continue with schooling, do so with the clear awargeness
mily has to make to'keep them in-school. Hence

hose whe

wosuerifice the £
wectiation to perform well with no distractions and a fense

.5

me tamily responsibilities once they start cagnin
younger brothers edueated, sisters married, and cafe for
Vage (Kapadia, 1980).

oy dif

fer from that of the girls only to the extent that, a larger percéntage

s i primary schools, and at home enjoy the privileges of being

of them

wmele child in a patriarchol society (Saraswathi & Dutta, 1988). They
2 jreedom, more play time, and minimal expectations in”

For bovs who do not choose the path of |
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terms of participation in household chores. In the rural areas, however,
with a few exceptions, boys are expected to contribute to their family
income, by the time they are 13 to 14 years of age, either by participating
in the families’ traditional occupations such as agricultural labor, cattle
rearing, pottery, basket-weaving, or as manual laborers. Even school
‘children participate in seasonal work such as cotton-picking or vegetable
harvesting, alongside their parents. Marriages are arranged by the parents
and the family by the time they are 18, even though the couple may be
permitted’to co-habit, only a year or two after the young bride attains
puberty.

One can hardly describe the life of the teenage boys in this context as
characterized by psycho-social moratorium and search for identity. Ina
majority of cases, schooling ends before puberty, participation in income
generation is initiated soon after or even concurrently, marriage is socially
prescribed and orchestrated, and there is little scope to experiment with
alternative roles. Morcover, parental influence and control supercedes
that of the n,onn group, participation in which s constrained by adult
supervision

Growing up in tHe
Middle Social Class (MSC)

In terms of education, age of marriage, and career aspirations, the MSC
presents a distinetly ditferent picture from that of the lower social class.
Education is prioritized as a prime goal by children of both sexes and
by parents and is clearly seen as a pathway to success in life (Kakar &
Chowdbry, 1970; Paranjpe, 1975; Sharma, 1996). Career aspirations are

. closely linked to education with great significance attached to careers in

medicine, engineering and the administrative services. Since the stakes
are high and competition keen for limited seats in professional colleges,
practically every minute of the youngsters’ waking hours between ages
15-18 years, are closely monitored with a heavy curriculum‘load in
school, intensive out-of-school tuitions and home-work nnder parents’
watchful eyesiand even with full participation.

While both boys and girls are encouraged to prepare fora carcer through
higher education, gender discrimination is more cvident, in favor of boys,
in the fower middle class. In general, when resources are limited, boys
are favored more for training in prestigious (and hence more expensive)





